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' February 29, 1988 :

H/Mm e

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter of February 26 requesting inform- .
&tion about remarks made by the Pregsident at his February 24
press conference regarding the situation ir Israel, parti-
cularly with respéct to the continuing v;o}oncp n the West
Bank and Gaza. - 77 N

(=
l

‘We apprec1ate being advised of vour interest in this matter,

In an effort to be of assistance, we have forwarded vour le ter
to the appropriate Administration officials for their careful
review. You will receive a more detaziled response in the near
future,

Wwith best wishes,

Cordially,

Alan M. Kranowitz -
Agsigtant to the President

.14- f
The Honorable Lee H. Hamilton . i
House of Representatives ;
Wacshington, D.C. 20515 - i

i

AMK:KRJ-JWR-jwr :
cc: w/copy of inc to NSC Secretaplat -- for DIRECT
cczs w/copy of inc to David Grles, Legislative Affalrs, cia --
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The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

» Dear Mr. Ptesidentﬁ

two questions regarding the violence in the West Bank and Gaza that
"...there's every evidence that these riots are not just spontaneous
and home—grown" and later you said that "we have had intimations that
there have been certain people suspected of being terrorists,
outsiders caming in not only with weapons but stirring up and

in your press confgrenée on February 24th, you stated 1n reply to

-encouraging thé trouble in those areas."

In hearings and briefings before the Congress, officials of your
administration have on numerous occasions since December insisted that
the demonstrations in the West Bank and Gaza were spontaneous and not
provoked from the outside, although people from the outside have
subsequently tried to use them for their own purposes. ’

I would like to know the evidence for the statements you made at
the press conference including the statement that weapons are being
brought into the territories. I do mot recall reports of Palestinianse .
using imported weapons against the Israelis during these. '
demonstrations., '

I appreciate your prompt consideration of this matter and believe
that it is in the national interest far these discrepancies to be

resolved quickly and publicly.
ncepbly yours, '
ML

Lee H. Hamilton ' - -
Chairman, Subcomnmittee on Europe
- and the Middle East

With best regards.
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